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RESUMEN

Con base en la definicion de biotecnologia del Convenio de la Diversidad Bioldgica de 1992 y la Ley Mexicana sobre Equilibrio Ecoldgico y Proteccién al Ambiente
de 2013, que sefala que es “toda aplicacion tecnoldgica que utilice sistemas bioldgicos y organismos vivos asi como sus derivados para la creacion o modificacion
de productos y procesos para usos especificos”, se enuncian siete tecnologias que desarrollaron y utilizaban los integrantes de las culturas mesoamericanas, previo
a la llegada de los conquistadores espaiioles: La ‘nixtamalizacion’, los pigmentos, los polimeros, la fermentacidn, la papaina, el encurtido y secado del tabaco y la
curtiduria de pieles. Las tecnologias que aqui se presentan podrian integrar un capitulo sobre biotecnologia prehispanica que hasta ahora no se ha planteado como tal.
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SUMMARY

Taking into account the definition of biotechnology as “any technological application using biological systems or their derivatives for the creation or modification
of products or processes for specific uses" ratified in the Convention on Biological Diversity of 1992 (United Nations, 1992) and in the Mexican law of ecological
equilibrium and environmental protection of 2013, seven technologies that were developed and used by Mesoamerican civilizations prior to the arrival of the Spanish
are presented. The following technologies are selected to open this chapter of prehispanic biotechnology. The technology to obtain and manage elastic polymers,
procurement and use of pigments or dyes, the fermentation process, the ‘nixtamalization’ of maize, the empirical use of papain, the tanning of animal hides and the
curing and subsequent aging of tobacco leaves prior to being smoked.
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